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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Applicants: Ting-Chang Chang, 
Po-Tsun Liu, 
Yi-Shien Mor 
Filing Date: 07/03/2001 
Application No .: 09/681 , 986 



Examiner : Powell , William A 



Art Unit: 1765 

Docket No.: NAUP037 7USA 



Title: Method of avoiding dielectric layer deterioration 
with a low dielectric constant during a stripping 
process 



15 To: Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. BOX 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Subject: Petition to withdraw holding of abandonment 

20 



Appendices including cited documents are attached 
following page 5 of this paper. 

25 

Dear Sir /Madam: 



The following is a petition under 37 CFR 1.181(a) to withdraw 
the holding of abandonment for the above-identified application, 
30 as per MPEP 71 1 . 03 ( c ) ( II ) . 
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1/15/2004 

Application No. 09/681,986 

Petition to withdraw holding of abandonment 

On 12/31/2003, the USPTO's PAIR system was utilized 
to perform a check of the above-identified application. 
The PAIR system indicated that the present application 
had become abandoned on 03/28/2003 for failure to pay 
5 the issue fee in response to a Notice of Allowance mailed 
on 11/20/2002. However, a search of the file jacket 
and docket records attests to the fact that the 
appropriate permissions and instructions to deduct the 
issue fee from the applicant's account was sent to the 
10 USPTO in a timely response to the Notice of Allowance. 
Attached to this petition is a copy of the relevant 
Fee Transmittal form (PTO/SB/17) sent to the USPTO on 
01/29/2003 (Appendix A). 

15 A copy of the Notice of Allowability (Part of Paper No. 3) 

included with the Notice of Allowance is attached to this 
petition as Appendix B. It is noted that in the Notice of 
Allowability, the Examiner has marked the box indicating that 
new drawings including changes required by the Notice of 

20 Draf tsperson ' s Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) were to be 
submitted and that the relevant PTO-948 sheet was attached 
to Paper No. 3. However, in the list of Attachments to said 
Notice of Allowability, the box corresponding to a PTO-948 
sheet has not been checked and a copy of said PTO-948 sheet 

25 was not included with either said Notice of Allowability or 
said Notice of Allowance. 

Because the PTO-948 sheet was not included with the Notice 
of Allowability, it was impossible for the applicant to 
30 determine what, if any, changes to the drawings were required 
by the Draf tsperson . In an effort to fully cooperate with the 
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Examiner , a telephone interview was conducted with the Examiner 
on 01/23/2003 to ascertain what changes to the drawings were 
required and to request a copy of said PTO-948 sheet be sent 
to the Applicant. The Examiner responded that a formal request 
5 for the PTO-948 sheet must be submitted. 

Therefore, a formal request for the said PTO-948 sheet was 
sent to the Assistant Commissioner of Patents at the USPTO 
on 01/29/2003. Included in the formal request was a request 
10 that the period for reply to the Notice of Allowance be reset 
accordingly as a critical piece of information was lacking 
in the originally sent Notice of Allowability (Paper No.3). 
A copy of said request is attached to this petition as Appendix 
C. 

15 

The Applicant has received no response of any kind to the 
formal request for the alleged missing PTO-948 sheet. Moreover, 
a Notice of Abandonment for this application was never received . 

20 Please see the attached copy of the file docket for the 

present application (Appendix D) . The line with the encircled 
"1" indicates the Notice of Allowance was received by the 
Applicant on 12/02/2002. The line with the encircled "2" 
recognizes the request by the Examiner for new formal drawings . 

25 The line with the encircled "3" documents the telephone 
interview on 01/23/2003 with the Examiner concerning said 
PTO-948 sheet. The line with the encircled "4" shows that the 
formal request for the alleged missing PTO-948 sheet was sent 
to the USPTO on 01/29/2003. The line with the encircled "5" 

30 documents that instructions and authorization for payment of 
the issue fee were also sent to the USPTO on 01/29/2003. The 
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Petition to withdraw holding of abandonment 

line with the encircled "6" shows the Applicant's discovery 
of abandonment on the USPTO's PAIR system on 12/31/2003 and 
the need for this petition. Clearly, there were no intervening 
papers from the USPTO from 01/29/2003 to 12/31/2003 , and hence 
5 the Applicant never received said PTO-948 sheet. 

It is noted that the USPTO ' s PAIR system page for the present 
application (Appendix E) does not specifically show either 
the receipt of the issue fee or the formal request for said 

10 PTO-948 sheet. However, item numbers 18 and 19 of the same 
USPTO's PAIR system page do show that two "Miscellaneous 
Incoming Letter"s were received by the USPTO on 01/29/2003, 
the same date that the applicant sent the issue fee and request 
for said PTO-948 sheet. It is unclear to the Applicant exactly 

15 what a "Miscellaneous Incoming Letter" indicates. However, 
it is suggested that the two "Miscellaneous Incoming Letter"s 
further confirm that the issue fee and the request for said 
PTO-948 sheet were received by the USPTO and that the Applicant 
was unavoidably unable to properly respond to the Notice of 

20 Allowance because said PTO-948 sheet was never received. 

Due to the above , and with regards to MPEP 711.03(c) (II), 
the Applicant respectfully requests that the holding of 
abandonment of the present application be withdrawn. Further, 
25 the Applicant politely requests that a copy of said PTO-948 
sheet be sent to the Applicant and that the period for reply 
to the Notice of Allowance be reset accordingly so that a proper 
response may be provided. 
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Petition to withdraw holding of abandonment 



Sincerely, 

/^^/^^^ Date: ( /^ 

5 Winston Hsu, Patent Agent No. 41,526 
P.O. BOX 506 
Merrifield, VA 22116 
U.S.A. 

e-mail : winstonhsu@naipo.com.tw 
10 (Please contact me by e-mail if you need a telephone 
communication and I will return your call promptly.) 
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[ | Extension of Time Request 

| | Express Abandonment Request 
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Certified Copy of Priority 
Document(s) 

Response to Missing Paris/ 
Incomplete Application 

□ Response to Missing Parts 
under 37 CFR 1.52 or 1.53 



□ 
□ 
□ 
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Assignment Papers 
(for an Application) 

Drawing(s) 
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Petition ■ 

Petition to Convert to a 
Provisional Application 

Power of Attorney. Revocation 
Change of Correspondence 
Address 
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Request for Refund 
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of Appeals and Interferences 
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Date 
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METHOD OF PAYMENT (check att that apply) 



FEE CALCULATION (continued) 



|_jcheck f*] Credit card Mpney Q Other [~]Npne 

Deposit Account: '■■ - \ '■ .'■ - ' ■ 



3. ADDITIONAL FEES 



Lame Entity 



^ Deposit 
. Account 
Number 
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Account 
Name 



50-0801 



fofys-r n$\7U% — — 



Fee Fee 
Code ($) 



105 V , 
1052 



130 

50 : 



v Commissioner is authorized to: f^jeck ati that apply) [ r 
v charge fee(s) indicated below , [j Credit any overpayments 
[ ^ Charge any additional fee(s) during the pendency of this application 
| {Charge fee(s) indicated below, except for the filing fee 

to the above-identified deposit account. u' ' ! r. . 
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1. BASIC FILING FEE 

Large Entity Smalt Entity 



Fee ? Fee 
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1002 330 
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Fee 1 Fee 
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2002 165 , 

2003 260 

2004 375 
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_ c Utility filing fee 
Design filing fee 
.'■ " . Ptanl filing fee 
Reissue filing fee - 
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Fee Paid 
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2. EXTRA CLAIM FEES FOR UTILITY AND REISSUE 
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: Claims 
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1805^ r.840' 

1251 110 
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1453 1.300 

1501 1,300 

1502 470 



-20" 
- 3" 
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DC 



fcarqe Entity 


Small Entiw, 


Fee Fee 
Code ($) 


Fee Fee 
Code (J) 


1202 18 


2202 9 


1201 64 


2201 42 


.1203 280 


2203 140 


1204 84 


2204 42 


1205 18 


2205 9 
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Claims in excess of 20 

Independent claims in excess of 3 

Multiple dependent claim. If not paid 

** Reissue Independent claims 
■ over original patent 

** Reissue claims in excess of 20 
. and over original patent 



1503 
1460 
1807 
1806 
8021 
1809 



630 
130 

50 
180 

40 
750 



1801 
1802 



750. 
900 



Small Entity 



Foe Description 



Fee Fob 

Code ($) 

2051 ; 85 Surcharge - late filing fee.or oath 
2052 



25 Surcharge - late provisional filing fee or 
cover sheet . ^ ' \ : . 
1053 130 Non-English specification * '- r ■ 
1812 2,520 For filing a request for ex parte reexamination 

1804. 920* Requesting publication ol SIR prior to 

Examiner action •' ' , , 

1805 1,040* Requesting publication of SIR after 
. Examiner action 

2251 55 Extension for reply within first month, ^ 

2252 205 Extension for reply within second month 

2253 465 Extension for reply within third month ■ 

2254 725 Extension for reply within fourth month 

2255 985 , a Extension for reply within fifth month , 
2401 . 160 Notice"of Appeal - y . . v 
2402' .160 Filing a brief in support of an appeal 

- 2403 140 Request for oral hearing . \> 

1451 ; 1,510 Petition to institute a public use proceeding . 

2452 ;' / SS Petition to revive - unavoidable 

2453 650 Petition" to revive - unintentional 

2501 / 650 Utility issue fee {or reissue) - 

2502 235' Design issue^fee,,' . -.. ' " - _ " £ 

2503 315 Plsntissue fee ' 

1460 1 30 Petitions to the Commissioner 
1807 ■ 50 Processing fee under 37 CFR 1. 17(q) 

1 806 1 80 Subm i&sJon of Information Disclosure Stmt 
6021 



Recording each patent assignment per 
property (times number of properties) 
375 Filing s submission after final rejection 
(37 CFR 1.129(a)) .- ■ / 

375 For each additional invention to be 
< examined (37 CFR 1 .1 29(b)) 
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.THIS NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the 
initiative of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1 308. 
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2. Gf'The allowed claimfs) is/are IzlD * . - ■ 

3. □ The drawings filed on are acceptable as formal drawings. 
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1. Q Certified copies of the priority documents have been received., 
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International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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5. □ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e). 
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complying with the REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL is extendable under 37 CFR 1.136(a). 
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| | Request for Refund 


| "1 After Allowance Communication 
1 1 to Group 

f~ | Appeal Communication to Board 

1 J of Appeals and Interferences 

1" ""] Appeal Communication to Group 

1 1 {Appeal Notico, Brief, Reply Brief) 
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PATENT 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

5 Applicant: Ting-Chang Chang Examiner: Powell, William 

Po-Tsun Liu 

Yi-Shlen Mor 
Filing Date: 07/03/2001 Art Unit: 17 65 

App. No.: 09/681,986 • Docket No.: NAUP0377USA 

10 

Title: Method of avoiding dielectric layer deterioration 
with a low dielectric constant during a stripping 
process 

15 To: Assistant Commissioner of Patents 

Washington, D.C.. 20231 

Subject: Missing parts in Notice of Allowability dated 
11/20/2002 



20 



Dear Sir or Madame : 



A Notice of Allowability W as mailed on 11720/2002, 
indicating acceptance °f ?I§ilB§ 1>17 in the above-indicated 

25 application. However, theNotice of Allowability also indicated 
that new formal drawings must be submitted in response to a 
Draftpers.on' s Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-94 8 ) , which was 
allegedly attached with the Notice oif Allowability (part of 
paper No. 3) . Unfortunately, the PT0^948 sheet was not actually 

30 attached with paper No .3, and so the Applicant is currently 
unable to respond to the objections purportedly raised in the 
PTO-94 8 paper. 
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On J^huary ;23>; 2003,, a held with 

the Examiner requesting infdrmatioh about the missing PTO-948 
so as to' be : able to ^res]p^ntf with: the appropriate corrected 
5 drawings. The Examiner responded ^hat; a formal request for 
the PTO-948 sheet must, be submitted. 

In light of the above, it is requested that the Draftperson' s 
Patent Drawing Review sheet PTO-948 be sent to the Applicant, 
10 and that the period for reply be accordingly reset as this 
critical piece of information was lacking from the originally 
sent Notice of Allowability . Once the PTO-948 sheet is received, 
the Applicant will be able to properly respond with corrected 
drawings . 

15 

Sincerely yours, 



20 



Winstpnf Hsu,; Patent Agent No. 41, 526 
P^O. BOX 506 
Me^rif ield> 22116 
25' U.S:aJ 

e-mail : wihstonhsu@nkipo.com. tw 
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